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Dog Introductions
Philosophy
It is optimal to proceed slowly so that all associations are positive. If uncomfortable or threatened, one or both dogs may become tense and mistrustful. Some dogs / dog pairs cannot recover easily, or at all, from this. 
Dogs use body language to communicate their intentions. Dogs who have been adequately socialized typically do well in introductions, relying upon their innate desire and ability to avoid needless confrontation. Dogs who are timid, insecure, bossy or overconfident, and those who have not been adequately socialized, as well as those who have had negative experiences with dogs, typically need guidance when meeting other dogs.
Goals

1) The creation of an initial positive association between two dogs to the extent that they are able. 

2) The establishment of complete relaxation and trust between two dogs, by creating additional positive associations, through the use of brief meetings for as many sessions as necessary.
3) The recovery from any negative interactions through owner knowledge, relaxation and confidence.

4) The realistic assessment of each dog’s ability to perform safely within a dog interaction in order to inform future limits, techniques or training.

Guidelines

1) It is unwise to proceed with “I wonder what will happen when they get together” or “We’ll just let them work it out”.
2) Only two dogs should be involved in any initial meeting.

3) Meet on neutral territory first. Parallel walking on leashes is often non-confrontational. If relaxed, then proceed to yard, then home. If not, meet as often as needed in neutral areas.
4) In preparation, collect all toys, bones, bowls, beds, etc, which may cause conflict or guarding behavior.

5) Consider possible arrangements: one or both dogs on leash, long leashes or no leashes, crate, gate, car barrier.
6) Leashes must be relaxed. If you believe the dog should be held tightly, then neither he nor you are ready for a meet. Tight leashes reflect and / or create unwanted tension.

7) Be cautious regarding spontaneous meets with unfamiliar dogs and owners. Dogs who are threatened or attacked even once, especially puppies, often become fearful and aggressive themselves.
8) Never encourage or force dogs to meet. If they are not approaching each other, there is a reason. Allow them to proceed at their pace.

9) Allow dogs (train your dog) to arc around approaching people and / or dogs in their natural non-confrontational style.

10) Do not leave newly introduced dogs alone prematurely.

11) Dog parks and daycares do not socialize unsocialized dogs. They sometimes provide an enhanced environment for already socialized dogs IF they are well-run, monitored, and all of the dogs are socialized and friendly.
12) Because a dog gets along with one dog, it doesn’t signify that he likes all dogs. And because a dog doesn’t like one dog, it doesn’t mean he doesn’t get along with dogs. All people don’t like all people.

Leadership – creates a safe, consistent, successful, educational, healthy life for your dog(s); offering guidance; rewarding tuning in
Common Problems / Strategies

1) Proximity sensitivity –  desensitization that decreases necessary distance
2)
Former victim, fearful but not aggressive – off leash to move freely, with other really respectful dog on leash
3)
Lack of socialization – safe exposure to nice dogs one at a time in calm settings, classical conditioning: dogs = good things
4)
Startle effect – no sudden or surprise meetings, crate/gate/car barrier for exposure before actual meet
5)
Insecurity – confidence building through walks utilizing arc technique
6)
Hormones – spay or neuter, allow for off days
7)
Breed – traits may require more socialization or may not be conducive to dog friendships
8)
Owner tension – a different handler
9) 
Exuberance, rudeness – calmly stop meet if one dog is overpowering the other. It can take a few attempts to match play styles

Multiple Dogs in a Household
Philosophy

Each dog in the household will have equal access to resources that provide food, fun and attention. Dogs will understand that rewards come in response to good behavior. Dogs will be relaxed because they are certain their needs will be adequately addressed and they won’t have to compete with each other.

Each dog is recognized as a valued member of the household, receiving whatever special considerations they may need in relation to food, exercise, medical concerns or personality.

Goals

1) A calm anxiety-free living environment created by a confident, yet benevolent, human leader who follows fair and reasonable rules consistently.
2) Polite, happy dogs who co-exist peacefully by following appropriate and relevant rules for which they are rewarded.

3) A knowledgeable leader who can assess tensions or disharmony early enough to prevent problems.

4) A resourceful leader who has plans in place to separate, engage, redirect, calm, reward or interrupt behavior.

Common Problems / Strategies
1) Feeding – establish a polite sit and wait before feeding. Feed each dog in a separate designated area to avoid tension or access or even attempted access. It isn’t possible for us to understand inter-dog communication well enough to assess the level of tension or threat.
2) Play – calmly intervene and separate before play gets too rough or out of control. Match dogs according to play styles, size, energy level and relationship.
3) Sleep – provide safe areas for each dog. Rotate sleeping with you. Be sure dogs aren’t competing for your bed.
4) Rest – separate dogs so they aren’t spending 24/7 together. Establish rest periods or nap times for their mental and physical health.
5) Visitors – dogs should not be competing at the door for visitor attention. Devise a system where they take turns according to polite behavior. Allow one dog in the room at a time.
6) Unrealistic expectations - 
7) Dominance Theory – suggests that having an ‘alpha dog’ and treating this one special, or favoring the most confident, makes sense. This is not being a leader, this is letting that dog runs things.
8) Bullying – a dog who pushes other dogs around needs to learn impulse control and manners. Often mistaken for the ‘alpha’.
9) Attention – if dogs compete for your attention, get up and leave. If a second dog tries to interrupt the petting of the first, ignore the second dog. Reward polite approaches where all dogs win.
10) Resource Guarding: toys, space, person, house, furniture, what ever seems important. Take it away, limit access to areas with ‘sit’ and ‘wait’, teach ‘off’ and reward, teach ‘give’ or ‘drop it’
11) Breed traits – guarding, herding, suspicion, dependence, anxiety, high energy. Acknowledge, accept, manage and modify as possible.
12) Associations – each dog should see the other(s) as bringing good things. Everyone gets a treat, a kind word, a pat.
Leadership – all of the dogs have access to the leader and other necessary resources in fair and appropriate ways. All dogs understand that the leader is committed to preventing confrontation, inequality and bullying, while also committed to fostering fun, learning and bonding.
Guidelines

1) More than two dogs can create additional possibilities for conflict, chaos, and scarcity. Prepare everyone with transitional strategies like short play dates, and positive associations.

2) A new dog upsets the balance even if for a little while. There can be resentment, resistance or refusal to accept. Make everything more wonderful for the resident dogs because of the new family member.

3) Develop a relationship with each dog separately by spending individual time with each.
4) Train for self-control, manners, and tolerance. 

5) Don’t hold to such a rigid schedule that any variation creates stress. For example, meal time can vary by an hour or even two so busy mornings or late nights can be accommodated more easily.

6) Don’t leave new housemates alone together prematurely. Don’t leave dogs of greatly varying size or strength alone together. Don’t leave dogs who are in conflict alone together.
7) When there is trouble between dogs, separate and confine BOTH calmly, not as punishment but as a chance to calm down.

8) Never give the impression through tone of voice, attitude toward, or treatment of, that it would be okay for one dog to bully, annoy, or hurt the other(s).

9) Don’t consistently treat one dog better than the other(s).

Dog Interactions: when to intervene

http://www.patriciamcconnell.com/theotherendoftheleash/when-to-intervene-in-dog-dog-interactions
